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 copy editor
Last month, Dr. Adam 
Nolte was named Head of 
the Chemical Engineer-
ing department, an office 
that takes effect July 1. Dr. 
Nolte, who has been an as-
sistant professor of chemi-
cal engineering since 2009, 
decided to apply for the po-
sition after serving as the 
interim department head 
and directly experiencing 
the responsibilities, stra-
tegic leadership, and in-
teraction with “great fac-
ulty, staff, and students” 
that comes with the job. 
According to him, he en-
joyed the job so much that 
he wanted to stay there.
“If I had to pick one qual-
ity that best qualifies me for 
this job, I would have to say 
it is my passion for what I 
do here,” Dr. Nolte said. 
“Like no other place, Rose-
Hulman puts its money 
where its mouth is in terms 
of commitment to engineer-
ing education and service to 
the student, and that sense 
of dedication and purpose 
makes this both a meaning-
ful and fun place to work.”
According to Dr. Nolte, 
the strong performance of 
students in the department 
and positive career feed-
back from alumni prove 
that the chemical engi-
neering department and 
its degree programs are 
as successful as ever.
“Chemical engineering 
degrees continue to be ex-
tremely versatile, and as 
long as our students are per-
forming well and our alum-
ni are telling us that they 
remain prepared to face the 
latest challenges, I don’t 
foresee any major changes 
to the foundations of our 
curriculum,” he said.
However, Dr. Nolte 
pointed out that the de-
partment is always trying 
to improve itself through 
new electives, concentra-
tion areas, or material and 
course re-evaluation. 
“We spend a considerable 
amount of time as a depart-
ment discussing our course 
content and asking how we 
might best teach the most 
relevant material,” he said.
That discussion may lead 
to “merging courses, rear-
ranging material, or offer-
ing specialized electives” 
or looking into the future 
and integrating emerg-
ing fields like energy and 
sustainability into the cur-
riculum. Whatever that 
may be, it’s for the good of 
the students’ education.
“My goal is to ensure that 
the department continues to 
graduate well-trained engi-
neers who are competitive 
in their chosen fields be-
cause they understand and 
can engage the challenges 
facing our discipline in the 
future,” Dr. Nolte said.
Dr. Nolte also mentioned 
the department’s new Mas-
ter of Chemical Engineer-
ing degree that is designed 
to “to deepen (students’) 
knowledge in the field and 
increase their competitive-
ness in the employment 
market.” In that sense of 
looking ahead, Dr. Nolte 
also mentioned that multi-
disciplinary education will 
be important as engineers 
will have to cooperate more 
and more with people not 
only from different lines 
of work, but also differ-
ent parts of the world.
“A certain global compe-
tency—the ability to col-
laborate with and learn 
from individuals from oth-
er cultures—will also only 
grow in importance as the 
world becomes more inter-
connected and the global 
balance of economic power 
continues to tip towards 
the east,” Nolte said.
On chemical engineering 
more specifically, Dr. Nolte 
believes that “by and large 
the industrial picture will 
look similar in a decade 
or so to how it does now,” 
but also that more em-
phasis will fall on meeting 
regulatory specifications 
and emissions guidelines. 
Chemical engineers will be 
called for their knowledge 
in “behind the scenes” 
fields like sustainable pro-
cess and product develop-
ment, energy conservation 
for industrial design, life 
cycle analysis, and green 
product manufacture, ac-
cording to Dr. Nolte.
However, the big ques-
tion for Dr. Nolte is ex-
actly how the department 
can more effectively teach 
the skills and knowledge 
a chemical engineer needs 
for the future. His answer: 
relationships between 
faculty and students.
“I feel that the key is get-
ting more students to take 
ownership of their educa-
tion, in the sense that they 
make the most of their time 
at Rose-Hulman through 
active engagement of their 
coursework and good com-
munication and contact 
with their professors,” he 
said. “I feel that if a stu-
dent isn’t taking advantage 
of the extremely low bar-
rier for collaboration be-
tween faculty and students, 
then he or she is missing 
something vitally impor-
tant that we have to offer.”
On the other hand, profes-
sors also have a responsibil-
ity to motivate, inspire, and 
challenge willing students 
to perform their best in or-
der to be prepared for what-
ever lies beyond graduation, 
Dr. Nolte said. Essentially, 
the road to better educa-
tion is a two-way street.
Overall, Dr. Nolte believes 
that the school is “taking 
many positive steps in this 
regard” with its new strate-
gic vision and plans on do-
ing what he can in the chem-
ical engineering department 
to fulfill that vision.
“In the chemical engineer-
ing department, I want to 
do what I can to help faculty 
secure resources to provide 
new educational oppor-
tunities for our students, 
and to support student 
programs that encourage 
team-building, multidisci-
plinary work and research, 
and other such professional 
development opportuni-
ties to help them achieve 
their fullest potential.”




ts Strongest EngineerDo you consider yourself strong? Then 
join this intramural competition.
SRC, April 21, 1:00 p.m.
Chicago
Come with friends and enjoy a great mu-
sical presented by the Rose drama club.
Hatfield Theater, April 21, 2:30 p.m.
BASE vs. Manchester
April 20 - 1:00 p.m.
SOFT vs. Mount St. Joseph
April 20- 1:00 p.m.
BASE vs. Manchester
April 21 - Noon
BASE vs. DePauw
April 24 - 7 p.m.
sports
Earth Week Event
Enjoy a movie with everybody to cel-
ebrate the Earth this week together!
Speed Lawn, April 23, 9:45 p.m.
ΑΤΩ ‘s Rosapalooza
Join this cause for just $5 and 
enjoy good music and food.
Off-Campus, April 20, 4:00 p.m.
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HAVE TIME FOR PUZZLES? HOW ABOUT TIME 
FOR A FIFTEEN MINUTE STAFF MEETING, A SHORT 
ARTICLE, AND SOME PIZZA? EMAIL THORN@
ROSE-HULMAN.EDU TO FIND OUT MORE.
 copy editor
The Fulbright U.S. Student Program recently awarded Senior Emily Yedi-
nak with the academic Fulbright Fellowship, which gives students the op-
portunity to travel to another country and study there for a year with travel 
and start-up costs covered along with a stipend. Yedinak, who will gradu-
ate with degrees in chemistry and chemical engineering, will go to Chile in 
2014 to work on carbon nanotube/electroceramic composite materials, take 
classes in advanced inorganic chemistry, and expand her knowledge of the 
Spanish language and Chilean culture. According to Yedinak, she is very 
excited for the opportunity.
“It is still kind of surreal to me,” she said. “Because the date that I will be 
leaving is so far away, it hasn’t really quite hit me yet that I, some random 
person going to a very small private college in Indiana, would get to travel 
and study in an entirely different country.”
The process to apply for the fellowship was lengthy. In addition to typi-
cal application requirements, Yedinak sought out three recommendations, 
wrote a personal statement, took a formal language assessment, and found 
an institution in Chile into which she could be accepted.  She then had to 
find a program advisor to serve as her mentor with research that applied to 
her. Finally, she also composed a “Statement of Grant” with details about 
her proposed project and what she planned to do in Chile, which she also 
explained in an interview by a board of faculty members.  Yedinak did all 
this by October with the hope of being able to travel abroad someday.
“Unfortunately, coming to Rose I had already fulfilled most of my human-
ities requirements and, with taking on a second degree, studying abroad 
would have actually set me behind,” Yedinak said. “One of my sisters gave a 
presentation about options to do after graduating college during my sopho-
more year, and the Fulbright kind of stuck.”
Students are only allowed to apply to study in one country for the Ful-
bright fellowship. Yedinak said that she always wanted to visit a Spanish-
speaking country, but figured that South America would be more opportune 
than Spain. Chile was the first country to come to mind.
“I have seen some pictures of Chile, and the mountains are beautiful,” 
Yedinak said. “Growing up in the Midwest, I have only ever known flat 
lands, so this experience will be very eye-opening.”
Dr. Sam Martland, the Fulbright Program Adviser for Rose-Hulman, at-
tributed her selection to the success of host project, research, career plan-
ning, and enthusiasm to studying abroad. Receiving the fellowship is a tes-
tament to her dedication to being a great student.
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ly for science 
and engineer-
ing students, 
and we have a 
lot of them.”
The dead-
line to enter 
for next year’s 
f e l l o w s h i p 
is Thursday, 
Oct. 3. Those 
who will be 




Senate Blocks New Gun Control Measures
The beginning of a bipartisan compromise on new gun con-
trol legislature was defeated in the Senate this Wednesday. 
The defeated measures would have increased background 
checks for gun buyers and banned high-capacity gun maga-
zines and assault rifles. The bill fell to a filibuster, lacking the 
60 supporting votes that would have overridden the filibus-
ter. In the wake of the Sandy Hook Elementary and Newton 
shootings, many politicians, including President Obama, 
have made increasing gun safety one of their highest priori-
ties. Instead of altering the bill, and thus removing substan-
tial portions of the proposed new restrictions, Senate leaders 
have chosen to put it on hold for the time being. 
Iran Shaken By 7.8-Magnitude Earthquake
A 7.8-magnitude earthquake shook southeastern Iran on 
Tuesday. The quake, which experts initially feared would 
take thousands of lives, now appears to have been relatively 
benign, as it began about 50 miles underground, rendering 
the tremors less devastating to those above it. Fortunately, 
the earthquake was also centered in a sparsely populated, ru-
ral area, although it was felt throughout may of the countries 
on the Persian Gulf. The area is home to roughly two million 
people, concentrated primarily in the cities of Zahedan, Sara-
van and Khash. Authorities in all three of these cities have in-
dicated that they do not expect casualties to be high, although 
several villages in the area were damaged by the quake. This 
prediction stands in a positive contrast to the 6.1-magnitude 
earthquake Iran experienced last week, which took the lives 
of at least 30 people.
Margaret Thatcher Passes Away at 87
Margaret Thatcher, known as the Iron Lady, passed away 
from a stroke last week at 87 years old. Thatcher is the only 
woman to have ever been British Prime Minister, an office 
she held for 11 years. Although Thatcher suffered from de-
mentia in her later years, she was a ruthless, combative po-
litical force during her time in the British government. Queen 
Elizabeth II and her husband, Prince Philip, were notable in 
their attendance, as the Queen has not attended the funeral 
of a Prime Minister since that of Winston Churchill in 1965. 
There was some concern regarding the security of the funeral 
after the bombing at the Boston Marathon on Monday, but 
Wednesday’s ceremonies were completed with only a few dis-
turbances.
3NEWS19 APR 2013
Emily Yedinak earned 
the Fullbright Student Fellowship.
Rose-Hulman News
Senior Emily Yedinak wins Fulbright fellowship to study in Chile in 2014
4 ENTERTAINMENT
Kevin Weaver            
entertainment emeritus
When it comes to ac-
tion films, we tend to favor 
the most insane fics in the 
bunch. To us, realism and 
believability tend to take a 
back seat when all we want 
is to see someone at least 
slightly relatable kicking 
butt in more degrees than 
there exist in a complete cir-
cle. Fortunately, “Olympus 
Has Fallen” does not disap-
point on that front.
“Olympus has Fallen” 
stars “300” star Gerald But-
ler as an ex-member of the 
President’s Secret Service, 
asked to leave because of a 
situation that occurred on 
his watch. Spoiler alert: it’s 
another one of those “noth-
ing could be done but it’s 
still all my fault” scenarios, 
like taking the blame for an 
earthquake. He is at work 
when a rogue B-51 Fighter 
Plane flies over D.C. some-
how carrying enough flares 
and ammunition to not only 
take out the entire anti-air 
defense grid over the capitol, 
but still have room to take 
down the White House.
Like I said, believability 
takes a back seat.
The movie picks up its ac-
tion pace following this, with 
the president being held 
captive by the terrorist lead-
er, the Ambassador of South 
Korea assassinated, and the 
hunt to stop a program from 
Cerberus from being activat-
ed. That’s a spoiler as well.
What I can say is that this 
movie handles action right. 
It’s all completely impos-
sible, granted, but it’s re-
ally fun to see it done so 
well that we don’t recognize 
the impossibility until af-
ter it’s far gone and we’re 
back home talking about the 
film. From close range ex-
plosions, shrugging off gun 
wounds, and my personal fa-
vorite, highly trained assas-
sins storm trooper shooting 
the main character so he can 
live.
There are some pretty fun 
one-liners to hear here as 
well, earning a few chuckles 
from the crowd. The inter-
rogation scene, however, is 
one moment that I realized I 
have a side of me that partic-
ularly favors the dark aspect 
of the comedy cycle, but it is 
too gory for me to describe 
on this page. I will simply 
say that the terrorists Gerald 
was handling didn’t make 
the cut.
The believability of the 
story tends to break a few 
moments in the plot, how-
ever, specifically whenever 
the action is taken aside. It 
swaps to the control center 
of what I can assume is the 
pentagon, at least by the 
amount of security I see. It’s 
like all the characters there 
realize they’re in an action 
movie, so they immediately 
bank their chips on Butler to 
solve everything. It was nice 
to see a change in pace of 
from the usual ignorant boss 
that most films are crowded 
with, but I almost missed 
the guy who would usually 
say “this is stupid. Let me 
handle it,” and then lets his 
entire squadron get killed. 
Oh, wait, that did happen. 
Sweet.
“Olympus has Fallen” is 
the prime example of a good 
action movie. Lacking in 
a truly believable plot but 
making up for it in shear off 
the wall action and dialogue 
that makes it a fun ride. Def-





Derek Robinson      
entertainment editor
Let me tell you about 
“Homestuck.”
It’s difficult to do justice 
to such an immense piece of 
work in such a small space, 
but it’s also impossible to do 
justice to “Homestuck” with-
out giving away most of the 
plot. Andrew Hussie began 
writing and, for the most part, 
drawing the comic since April 
13 of 2009, and has 8142 pag-
es, many with multiple pan-
els and some with embedded 
flash videos and games.
The generic explanation of 
the plot is that a boy and his 
friends are playing a game, 
but it quickly becomes much 
more than that. Currently 
divided into six “acts” (and 
sometimes into further acts 
within them), the plot unfolds. 
At first the reading may be a 
little slow, but the introduc-
tion of new and exciting char-
acters and the thickening of 
the plot might just be enough 
to keep you hooked. The com-
ic also features flash videos 
with music and artwork often 
provided by fans.
What starts as two named 
characters and a few other 
contributions develops into 32 
distinct major protagonists, 
each described and displayed 
in enough detail for fans to 
quickly develop attachments 
to the individual players of 
this “game.”
The writing style of the comic 
is at once very natural and in-
credibly goofy. Hussie develops 
a different “quirk” for each of 
the characters, in both speech 
and type, and portrays each of 
their personalities to an impres-
sive degree. While the introduc-
tions may be confusing, before 
long they all become quite dis-
tinct individuals.
The plot is thick, intense, and 
occasionally confusing. Some 
sections beg to be reread (or 
re-watched) for the sake of un-
derstanding, but Hussie usually 
does a good job of recapping 
events for readers when neces-
sary. Even when it is necessary, 
it’s entertaining.
“Homestuck” readers can 
spend hours, days, or, in a few 
rare cases, months eagerly 
awaiting an update. It is so 
beloved by fans that it is has 
inspired hordes of cosplayers, 
sometimes to the ire of others. 
It should also be noted that 
Hussie raised over $2.5 mil-
lion with a single Kickstarter 
to develop a game based on the 
comic.
It’s a comic that’s hit or miss 
with personal preference, but 
the millions of fans speak for 
themselves. It’s worth the time 
to check it out.
Rating: 4.5/5 elephants






I never received an intern-
ship over the summer after 
my freshman year, and for 
all the freshmen concerned 
or frustrated with a lack of 
opportunities, I am telling 
you not to be. The most im-
portant 
g o a l 
of this 
s u m -
mer is 
to re-
c o v e r 
f r o m 
w h a t 
o f t e n 
t u r n s 
out to be a rough first year 
and then to ready yourself for 
harder material in the fall. 
Now that doesn’t mean you 
should simply do nothing 
for a solid three months, but 
rather you should be look-
ing for opportunities beyond 
just your discipline to keep 
yourself busy. When you’re 
interviewing for a future po-
sition, you don’t want to be 
viewed as an individual who 
doesn’t accomplish anything 
when given an abundance of 
time. So doing anything is 
better than nothing. 
The first alternative I’d 
look at is simply a differ-
ent job; one unrelated to 
whatever you’re studying. 
Say you find a warehouse 
job - this is unlikely to help 
in your career academic-
wise, but making even a lit-
tle amount of money eases 
the ever-growing debt from 
Rose-Hulman. Addition-
ally, employer connections 
can appear from seemingly 
nowhere. It might so hap-
pen that your boss is friends 
with the hiring manager at 
the engineering firm that 
you’re seeking to intern at. 
So in this who-you-know so-
ciety we live in, you might as 
well try to open some doors 
for yourself over this coming 
summer. I’d start with any 
family connections you may 
have, and then branch out to 
positions in a warehouse, re-
tail, fast food, etc.
If a job is out of the ques-
tion, then volunteering is a 
very nice alternative. I’m not 
sure how many of you volun-
teer on a regular basis, but 
there are some organizations 
such as the Light 
House Mission 
that truly ben-
efit Terre Haute. 
Similar to having 
a job, the people 
you meet will not 
only make you a 
better individu-
al, but you may 
stumble upon an 
opportunity previously ob-
scured to you. Good places 
to look are hospitals, food 
pantries, and other such 
organizations in your local 
community. Again, being in 
the position to say that you 
volunteered on a weekly ba-
sis is better than saying you 
slept in and played video 
games every day.
The last resort in my opinion 
is to spend your summer tak-
ing classes. If you don’t believe 
you’ll be able to accomplish 
much outside of the classroom 
over the summer, you might as 
well not leave it. I know quite 
a few people who really ben-
efitted from taking classes, but 
it’s not for everyone. You can 
retake some classes in a lesser-
stress environment, you can 
get some of those humanities 
out of the way without the sen-
iors hounding over them, and 
you can even get ahead to have 
a better schedule later on or to 
achieve that double (or dare I 
say triple) major. So honestly, 
whatever you decide to do this 
summer, it will be much bet-
ter than simply letting the 
summer pass and returning 
in the fall with nothing ac-
complished.
Stand up and be you
 staff writer
I think I stopped listening when 
I turned 18. All my life, I only 
heard what I never wanted to hear. 
When I talk to people about what 
came out of their mouths, people 
tell me they are things that no one 
should ever have so casually tossed 
in their direction. I think it started 
when I was seven. I’m not really 
sure anymore, as I’ve come to real-
ize I have some form of brain dam-
age that occurred when I was 13 or 
that I have all together suppressed 
the memories of my childhood 
out of some self-defense mecha-
nism. I had always been a huge 
fan of reading. I’d read things way 
beyond what I should have been 
able to understand. I loved escap-
ing into the world of words that 
danced around my head day and 
night. Looking back, I don’t ques-
tion what I was trying to escape 
from.
I had always been a little 
different from other kids. I think 
I knew that I was. They avoided 
me, and, at night, I would cry be-
cause I was so lonely because I 
had made no friends. I didn’t feel 
hated, though, or like there was 
some great conspiracy to avoid me. 
There was always the strange child 
who everyone made up stories 
about or called gross. 
I wasn’t that child. 
No one ever spoke of 
me, but no one ever 
spoke to me. 
So it was 
one day that my aunt 
asked me if I’d made 
a n y 
f r i e n d s 
a t 
s c h o o l . 
I mum-
bled and 
s t a l l e d 
on the 




to mutter out a “no”. 
She looked down at 
me then, squared 
me in the eyes and 
said, “Of course, no 
one would want to 
be friends with a 
girl like you.” Then 
I looked at myself: 
Quiet, mousy, always 
a book in hand, and 
far too chattery when 
you got me talking. 
I looked at myself 
and I felt ashamed. 
For the first time, I 
felt ashamed of who I was, what I 
did, and what I looked like. I hated 
myself. I was seven years old and 
I hated myself. I hated everything 
about me. Who would want to be 
friends with a girl like me?
From that point on, I only 
heard harsh words. “You walk with 
your head down, your shirt has spots, 
you say weird things, you read too 
much, your hair is greasy, you… you… 
you….” The list goes on. So I stopped 
being myself. Somewhere along the 
way, I used those words as ammuni-
tion and buried myself under a pile of 
self-hatred. I plastered a mask on and 
took up the role of someone else. It 
was only when I turned 18 did I truly 
look at myself and the mask I’d worn. 
I changed it out to fit the image other 
p e o p l e 





ing. I was 
tired of 
p e o p l e 
telling me 
who to be 
and what 
to look like. 
It took me a long time to stop 
listening. It took me even longer to 
stop hiding. I still find myself put-
ting up a mask and having to stop it. 
I think I like this better though. I like 
knowing that my friends like me for 
who I am, not who I’m pretending to 
be. I lost some friends, but I lost the 
friends who didn’t love me for who I 
was, just who I could be for them. I 
wasn’t ashamed to laugh at the things 
I laughed at, dance awfully to the 
music I loved, or wear clothes that 
made me comfortable. It was hard, 
and it took time. But it’s possible.
”If a job is out of the question, then volunteering is a very nice alternative.
Do Something this Summer
”So I stopped being myself.
TO WRITE FOR THE THORN CONTACT US AT THORN@ROSE-HULMAN.EDU
As of now, I’m sure we have all 
heard about the events which took 
place during the Boston Marathon 
this past Monday, April 15. There 
were two bombs which exploded, 
killing three people and injuring 
183 others. (nydailynews.com) The 
news was viral and the buzz ex-
panded incredibly rapidly in a very 
short amount of time. The normal 
viewing of our Monday afternoon 
television shows and our habitual 
meandering through the internets 
was interrupted quite impressively 
by the efficiency of our ever-reliable 
news sources. 
What you may not have heard 
about was a wave of bombing at-
tacks in Iraq, killing 50 people and 
many more injured the day before 
the marathon. Furthermore, eight 
people died due to bombing attacks 
in Iraq the very day of the Boston 
Marathon. This occurred just a day 
after over 30 attacks killed 50 peo-
ple while wounding over 300. (cou-
riermail.com.au) These bombings 
have no such viral potential on the 
internet or television. These bomb-
ings do not have an entire category 
of nine articles or videos devoted to 













of Middle Eastern countries. I am 
not commenting on the pettiness 
of the Boston Marathon bombings 
in and of themselves. I admit this 
is a horrific event. However, other 
countries experience events such as 
these on a daily basis. We are not 
privy to an onslaught of media cov-
erage every time a car bomb goes 
off in Pakistan or a suicide bomber 
detonates in Iraq. We do not 
hear about the thoughts and 
reactions of the survivors 
in Iraq who have the mis-
fortune of witnessing such 
events.  The way our media 
empathizes for the victims 
of the Boston bombing is a 
far cry from any attention 
seen in Iraq. Our entire na-
tion mourns for the three 
dead and 183 injured. Who mourns 
for the victims of the chronic bomb-
ings elsewhere? We have somehow 
become desensitized to the headline 
of “Car Bomb detonated in… kill-
ing… injuring…” However, we are 
awestruck that such an abominable 
incident could happen to us. We are 
ever so safe here. Such oc-
curences happen elsewhere in 
the world, not in our own na-
tion.We have no real worries 
which can adequately com-
pare to the daily strife experi-
enced by the people who don’t 
just read the paper or watch 
the news to see what happens 
on the other side of the train 
tracks.
Corey Taylor 
Art can imitate life and life can imitate art. 
These are clichés, but both of them are true.
I was recently reminded of these state-
ments’ veracity.  This term, my literature stu-
dents are reading a half-dozen novels from 
around the world that consider different kinds 
of conflict.  On Monday, we began working with 
Robert McLiam Wilson’s Eureka Street, which is 
set in Belfast, Northern Ireland during the mid-
1990s, the tail end of a time period known as the 
Troubles.
For those who don’t know, the Troubles 
were roughly three decades marked by sectarian 
and political violence between Catholic nation-
alists (or republicans), who desired for the prov-
ince of Northern Ireland to join the Republic of 
Ireland, and Protestant unionists (or loyalists), 
who desired for Northern Ireland to remain part 
of the United Kingdom.  Most of the violence was 
committed by republican and loyalist paramili-
tary groups although the British Army and the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary, the majority Protes-
tant police force, were also occasionally guilty of 
perpetuating rather than solving the Troubles.
While most of the conflict was confined to the 
six counties that comprise Northern Ireland, the 
violence spilled over into the Republic of Ire-
land, England, and elsewhere.  According to the 
Guardian’s Data Blog, 3,568 people were killed 
during the Troubles, 1,879—over half—of them 
civilians.
Eureka Street is 
simultaneously hi-
larious and poign-
ant, and McLiam 
Wilson is not shy 
about dealing with 
the violence of the 
Troubles.  It’s art 
imitating life.  The 
novel takes on vio-
lence as a major 
theme and contains numerous violent scenes, 
including one that forms the narrative’s cen-
terpiece (no spoilers beyond that).  In the first 
chapter one of the protagonists, Jake Jackson, 
meditates on the nature of bombs, a favored par-
amilitary method of inflicting harm in Northern 
Ireland.  Bombs “were loud and frightening in 
your gut like when you were a child and you 
fell on your head and couldn’t understand why 
it hurt like panic in your belly. . . Bombs were 
like dropped plates, kicked cats or hasty words. 
They were error” (McLiam Wilson 15).
One of my students pointed out this passage 
and discussed its significance to the novel’s ear-
ly depictions of Belfast and of Jake.  In response, 
I said something about bombs being part of lived 
reality in Northern Ireland during the Troubles 
and in other parts of the 
world—but far less so in 
America.
Later that afternoon, 
I learned about the two 
bombs that went off in Bos-
ton, at the finish line of the 
Boston Marathon.  Like just 
about everyone, I became 
more horrified and sad as 
details emerged.  It didn’t 
help that I spent last week-
end in Boston with my dad and my brother, or 
that I know people who live there.  The three of 
us were never in danger and, thankfully, every-
one I know is fine.
The same can’t be said for the three people 
who died, the ten people who had limbs ampu-
tated, the more than 170 people who sustained 
injuries, and the uncounted number of people 
who are and will continue to be physically and 
emotionally traumatized by a senseless act of 
violence. 
All week, I’ve thought about what happened 
in Boston.  I keep 
coming back to 
Monday morning’s 
discussion of Eure-
ka Street and to the 
work we’ll do with 




jured all those peo-
ple continues.  It’s 
life imitating art.
One might think it frivolous to emphasize the 
importance of studying a novel about a histori-
cal moment in a distant land and relating it to a 
tragedy that just occurred in this country. True, 
Boston isn’t Belfast, but dismissing the connec-
tion denies the ability of art to perform one of 
its vital functions: to exert positive influence on 
the lives of people, even and especially during a 
traumatic time.  
Art that imitates life, even if the imitation is of 
something ugly or unpleasant, can help us deal 
with that ugliness and unpleasantness.  In the 
coming weeks, years, and months, those who 
were affected by the Boston bombings will find 
solace in and maybe even create art in response 








their doors for 
free on Tuesday 
and the Boston 
C o n s e r v a t o r y 
Theater is of-
fering free admission to an upcoming series of 
performances.  And on Wednesday night, when 
the Boston Bruins faced off against the Buffalo 
Sabres, the crowd sang “The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner” in unison.
Art imitates life and life imitates art.          
The other side of the desk: Art and life
Media mentality
”Eight people died due to bomb-ing attacks in Iraq the very day of the Boston Marathon
”Who mourns for the victims of the chronic bombings elsewhere?
”Other countries experi-ence events such as these on a daily basis
”Jake Jackson meditates on the nature of bombs, a favored par-amilitary method of inflicting harm in Northern Ireland
”Those who were affected by the Boston Bombings will find solace in and maybe even create art in response”Bombs were like dropped plates, kicked cats or hasty words. They were error
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sports editor
The Rose-Hulman men’s 
tennis teams improved their 
record to 6 – 6 on the season 
with three wins and no losses 
last week. In addition, they 
are currently 5 – 1 in their 
last six matches. 
On Wednesday, Apr. 10, 
the Engineers hosted the 
Mighty Oaks from Oakland 
City University. Rose-Hul-
man would win all three dou-
bles matches along with five 
of six singles matches to earn 
their second home win of 
the season. Senior Ben Paras 
teamed with senior Devon 
Fritz to win at No. 1 doubles, 
and each won their singles 
matches at No. 1 and No. 2, 
respectively. 
The Engineers then hosted 
Greenville College on Fri-
day evening. The two teams 
would split the six singles 
matches, leaving the match 
to be decided through the 
three doubles matches. 
Rose-Hulman would end 
up winning each of the dou-
bles matches to take a 6 – 3 
match victory.  
Traveling to take on HCAC 
opponent Defiance College 
on Sunday, Rose-Hulman 
would sweep all matches, 
winning 9 – 0 overall. Win-
ners for the Engineers in-
cluded seniors Ben Paras at 
No. 1 singles, Devon Fritz 
at No. 2, Nathan Moore at 
No. 3, and Eric Teeman at 
No. 5. Freshman Matthew 
Conrad would win at No. 4 
singles and sophomore Ray 
Montgomery earned 
a win at No. 6. At 
doubles, Paras and 
Fritz teamed to win at 
the No. 1 spot, while 
Moore and Conrad 
combined for a solid 
effort at No. 2. Senior 
Randy Billingsley and 
freshman Erin Miller 
rounded out the sweep 
with a win at No. 3 
doubles. 
Finishing undefeat-
ed in both singles and 
doubles play this past 
week, senior Devon 
Fritz earned the HCAC 
Men’s Tennis Player 
of the Week. In sin-
gles competition, Fritz 
has a career record of 
27 – 22 and is 10 – 2 
in doubles competition with 
partner Ben Paras. 
The Engineers will next 
play away versus HCAC op-
ponent Anderson Univer-
sity this Saturday. They will 
then host both Transylvania 
University and Bluffton Uni-
versity on Sunday, with the 
first match beginning at 10 
am. The second matchup will 
start at 3 pm. 
MEN’S TENNIS CONCLUDES 
PERFECT 3 – 0 WEEK
Engineers combine for 12 
first-place honors in Open, 
D-III Championships
Engineers led by 
strong pitching
sports editor
With another school record 
broken and a dozen first-place 
finishes, the Rose-Hulman 
track and field team complet-
ed a fruitful weekend, hosting 
the Engineer Open Meet on 
Friday and also competing in 
the D-III Championships on 
Saturday.
Facing off against Indiana 
State in the Open Meet, the 
men’s team recorded three 
individual first-place finishes 
and one relay team victory. 
Individual winners included 
senior Collin Crowson with a 
jump 14’11” in the pole 
vault, senior Travis Stall-
ings with a time of 55.19 
seconds in the 400-hur-
dles, and junior Na-
than Catt with a time of 
4:07.34 in the 1,500-me-
ter run. The 4-x-100 
meter relay team which 
included senior Jeremi-
ah Edwards, junior Clay 
Becker, Stallings, and 
sophomore Jake Kelley 
also earned a first-place 
finish. 
The women’s team 
also had three individual 
first-place finishers, and 
added two more victories 
in the relay events. Jun-
ior Katherine Moravec 
won the 800-meter run 
in a time of 2:38.24. 
Freshman Lucinda 
Combs in the javelin 
throw competition and 
freshman Sheldan Falls in 
the 100-meter dash rounded 
out the other individual win-
ners. The 4-x-100 relay team 
of senior Gloria Boxell, senior 
Creasy Clasuer, senior Liz Ev-
ans, and junior Erin Cox and 
the 4-x-400 team of Boxell, 
Clauser, Cox, and freshman 
Addie Johnson were both 
winners on the day. 
Traveling to Franklin Col-
lege to compete at the Indiana 
Division III Championships, 
the Engineers recorded three 
first-place finishes and broke 
one school record. In the ham-
mer throw competition, sen-
ior Trey Cahill jumped to the 
top of the record books with 
a first-place toss of 185’9”. 
Junior Ryann-Rebecca Mont-
gomery would finish first in 
the women’s 1,500-meter run 
and senior Liz Evans leaped 
to the top of the field to cap-
ture first in the women’s high 
jump competition. 
The Fightin’ Engineers will 
host their annual Rose-Hul-
man Twilight Meet this Friday 
beginning at 4:30 pm. The 
event will feature 11 teams 
from around the Midwest in-
cluding Rose-Hulman. 
staff writer
The Rose-Hulman baseball 
team entered the weekend with 
a 9 - 14 overall record and were 
6 - 4 in the HCAC. The Engineers 
finished their weekend stretch 2 
- 1 against Heartland Collegiate 
Athletic Conference play to over-
take Anderson University for the 
second spot in the conference 
standings.
Rose-Hulman split Sunday’s 
baseball doubleheader with 
Transylvania University to cap-
ture a series victory at Art Nehf 
Field. After capturing a 6 - 1 
victory on Saturday night, the 
Fightin’ Engineers fell short in 
game one to Transylvania 3 - 1. 
However, Rose-Hulman won the 
nightcap 5 - 0 behind a strong 
pitching effort from freshman 
Andrew Stull. 
In game one of Sunday’s dou-
bleheader, Rose-Hulman senior 
Donald Stopka highlighted the 
opening game by setting a ca-
reer record for putouts. With 11 
putouts, Stopka raised his career 
total to 822. 
Seven Fightin’ Engineers had 
one hit during the first game. 
Leading the way were senior 
Bobby Newman with a triple 
and junior Hank Akard with a 
double. 
Freshman Donnie Waters, 
freshman Warren Whithaus, 
and junior Andrew Benitez bat-
ted .400 or above last week. 
Waters hit .444 with four hits 
in nine at bats; Whithaus went 
5-12 with two doubles and had 
a team-high .583 slugging aver-
age. Benitez was 6-15 with two 
runs scored and two RBIs. 
In the nightcap, Stull allowed 
just four hits in seven shutout 
innings. He walked just two 
with one strikeout in the perfor-
mance. Sophomore Ben Menich 
added a scoreless eighth inning 
and Akard preserved the shutout 
with a scoreless ninth. 
It was freshman Karson 
Nixon, however, who captured 
league Baseball Pitcher of the 
Week honors. Nixon tossed a 
complete-game three hitter in 
Saturday night’s 6 - 1 victory 
over Transylvania. The fresh-
man right-hander only allowed 
for two doubles, just three hits, 
one unearned run and struck out 
two batters in the victory. His ef-
forts have helped Rose-Hulman 
win four of its last five games.
The game between Rose-
Hulman and Franklin College 
that was scheduled for Tuesday, 
April 16 at victory Field in Indi-
anapolis has been postponed to 
a later date. Inclement weather 
also cancelled the team’s Thurs-
day matchup versus Wabash 
College. 
The Engineers will host No. 9 
ranked Manchester University 
in a three-game HCAC series 
this weekend. The series will 
kick-off with a doubleheader 
starting at 1 pm on Saturday. A 
single game will be played be-





The Rose-Hulman softball 
team swept Spalding University, 
split with Franklin College and 
fell to Hanover in two games last 
week to finish 3 - 3. 
Thanks to a game one walk-off 
grand slam, Rose-Hulman earned 
a doubleheader sweep over Spald-
ing University on Friday night.
The Fightin’ Engineers were 
able to rally from a 7 - 3 deficit 
with five runs in the seventh in-
ning of the first game.
On a day in which the Engi-
neers combined for 18 hits, sen-
ior Alyse Mueller provided the 
knockout blow with her walk-off 
grand slam to clinch the opener 
8-7. She finished the game with 
a 2 - 3 performance that included 
the grand slam, a single and four 
RBIs.
Sophomore Carly Heibel added 
three hits and scored three runs, 
including a double, in the game 
one victory. Senior Brianne Wid-
moyer added a double in each 
game of the doubleheader and 
two RBIs in game one. She set 
a new school record for doubles 
with a career total of 36, surpass-
ing graduate Jordan Goslee. Wid-
moyer also moved into third place 
on the all-time hits list, finishing 
with 137 on the evening. 
In the nightcap, Heibel tossed 
a complete game in a 6 - 3 victory 
and was one of two who launched 
a two-run home run to help lead 
the offense for Rose-Hulman. 
Junior Allison smashed the other 
two-run home run and finished 
2 - 3 with a home run, a double 
and four RBIs. Heibel finished 
2 - 3 with two runs scored and 
two RBIs. Junior Jenna Martinek 
added two hits, including a dou-
ble, and two runs scored.
After a pair of losses to Hano-
ver College on Sunday, the Rose-
Hulman softball team stands 
10-20 overall. The Fightin’ Engi-
neers will return to the diamond 
on Saturday against College of 
Mount St. Joseph. Seniors Alyse 
Mueller and Brianne Widmoyer 
will be honored for their standout 
careers prior to Saturday’s first 
pitch. The Engineers will then 
travel to Anderson for a recently 
rescheduled doubleheader on 
Sunday at 1 p.m. 
Going undefeated in all of his singles 
and doubles matches last week, senior 
Devon Fritz was named this week’s 
HCAC Men’s Tennis Player of the 
Week.
Rose-Hulman Athletics
Senior Trey Cahill broke the school 
record in the hammer toss with a 










Who’s going to bring all 





I’m not sure if those doors 
are sound proof...
— Dr. Simoni
That was a curveball... it 
took me a while to wrap my 
head around that one.
— Dr. Rogge
Don’t you dig too deep 
now... you never know what 
you’ll actually find
Rose professors say crazy 
things. E-mail them to 
-
side@rose-hulman.edu
APR 19, 2013 FLIPSIDE 8
Tutorial Time Making Graphs and Plots the way Professors want them































ALWAYS match the title with 
whatever the y-axis measures
Top “10” Ten
Parent’s Day Activities
1. Actual ping pong
2. Buying the most expensive meal on the menu
3. Introducing the guys in your fraternity, who “Aren’t 
actually that bad.”
4. Waking up as they are knocking at your door to bus-
tle about, cleaning out the fridge, the counters, the 
floors, and hiding the trash bin.
5. Offering to drive your car so they can top off your 
gas tank since you haven’t bothered to fill all quarter
6. Having an actual reason to put off homework until 
Sunday night.
7. Laundry
8. What we previously knew as Humans vs. Zombies... we 
present: Parents vs. Students
9. Visiting Terre Haute
10. Executing the Hulman Hundred in your parents’ car
What Does My Son/Daughter 
Actually do at this School?
Tip: Include a legend, but don’t ac-
tually distinguish between the dif-
ferent independent variables
(Students may kindly ignore this article... which is the precise action you are quite 
adept at doing when you see a large body of text.)
